34 INTRODUCTION

We have evidence that the copper region of Lake
Superior was at times resorted to by the lay followers
and their Indian attendants, to obtain material for
crucifixes and for the medals which the missionaries
gave to converts; and in the lead mines centering
about where are now Dubuque, Iowa, and Galena, I11.,
the missionary attendants and Indians obtained lead
for barter with French fur-traders, who, like the sol-
diers of the Cross, were by this time wandering all
over the Northwest.

Marquette had succeeded Alloiiez at La Pointe, in
1669; but it was not long before the Hurons and
Ottawas of Chequamegon Bay foolishly incurred the
fresh hostility of the Sioux, and the following year
were driven eastward like autumn leaves before a
blast. Marquette established them in a new mission,
at Point St. Ignace, opposite Mackinaw; and it was
from here that, in 1673, he joined the party of Louis
Joliet, en route to the Mississippi River. The St.
Ignace mission became the largest and most success-
ful in the Northwest, there being encamped there,
during Marquette’s time, about soo Hurons and 1,300
Ottawas. The interesting story of Marquette, a fa-
miliar chapter in American history, will be fully devel-
oped in the documents of this series; and we shall be
able to present for the first time a facsimile of the
original MS. Journal of his final and fatal voyage
(1674), which is preserved among the many treasures
of the Jesuit College of St. Mary’s, in Montreal.

After the suspension of the publication of the
Relations, in 1673, we obtain few glimpses of the Ot-
tawa mission, save'in the occasional references of
travelers. The several local missions in the district
were, in the main, probably more successful than those



